
 
February 11, 2021 
 
Dear School Community Members,  

I’m pleased to report that county, local and DCSD quarantine and positivity rates continue 
to drop.  All school employees who signed up with us to be vaccinated have been or are 
scheduled to be vaccinated within the next 2 weeks.  The CDC and area health officials are 
recommending safely phasing in K-8 students to full-time in-person.  These developments 
have prompted DCS principals and faculty to begin exploring the possibility of safely 
returning more students back to full time in-person.   

We have overcome obstacles at the primary school where kindergarteners have been back 
for two weeks now and where 1st and 2nd graders return in March.  The big challenges at 
EBH and DHS are cafeteria spacing during lunches, the purchase of more physical barriers 
and some very small classroom dimensions especially on the second floor of DHS.  Another 
big challenge remains transportation because we can only fill buses to ⅓ capacity and we 
have a driver shortage.  So please forgive this shameless advertisement and spread the 
word to responsible adults, “DCSD provides paid training, good pay and solid benefits for 
bus drivers!”  If you are interested or know someone who is please tell them to call the bus 
garage at 335-4070.   

What’s different now and why consider returning students?  Students are believed to be 
safer at school 5 days/week than they are 2 days/week.  Few student cases are being traced 
back to school contagion (zero cases in DCSD) because we do a very good job with 
prevention.  The vast majority of infections occur outside of schools.  However, will this 
trend hold true when we return more students?  We can’t say for certain and that’s why we 
would phase in their return like we are doing at DPS. 
 
For now, we are very excited to be able to begin exploring the possibilities, considering what 
grades might come back and when they might return and listing all of the obstacles that we 
must overcome to ensure safety.  We need parent input on this important issue so please 
respond to parent surveys from EBH and DHS when they arrive in your inbox.  I’ll share 
more information on this in the days and weeks to come.   
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Quarantines and positives.  Numbers in Livingston County and within the 14437 zip code 
continue along a downward trend.  Quarantines and positives are down in each school and 
for the first time in a long time we have zero positives among students and employees.  We 
are not out of the woods by any stretch of the imagination, but we look really good today. 
The most recent data are provided in the table below.  

 
Dansville is not unique in our experiences with COVID-19.  Like other places, we saw a very 
concerning spike after the holidays and like others, quarantines and positives are trending 
down.  We are getting closer to normal and in this regard my hope is that we can all come 
together in our community and be extraordinary (like our girls varsity basketball and soccer 
teams!) and we can achieve the lowest infection rates in the state.   
 
When we reach this goal, our schools and community will be safer for all of us and 
especially our most vulnerable loved ones.  So let’s continue to be selfless, let’s protect one 
another, let’s get our kids back in school safely, let’s be our best selves.  Things are looking 
better with each passing day.   
   
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Paul J. Alioto 
Superintendent 
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2/11/21  DPS  EBH ES  DHS  District  ASAP 

Quarantined Students  3  3  3  NA  1 

Quarantined Employees  0  0  1  0  0 

COVID-19 Positive Students  0  0  0  NA  0 

COVID-19 Positive Employees  0  0  0  0  0 



 
 

Recent Numbers of Positives and Quarantines at DCSD 
 
The time plots below have been updated to provide a view of quarantines and positives in each 
school broken down by students and employees through 2/11/21.   
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